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My Fantasy Shoe Birthday Party    
By Debb ie Mellor 
 

When my best friend  Missy (aka  Shoe Club  Prez, Melissa , O'Shea) c a lled  and  told  me and  my husband  
(Art) to reserve Sa turday night, January 5th to c eleb ra te my b irthday, I was happy to do so.  I thought 
we may end  up  samp ling  martinis a t Cop ley, and  who knows, maybe tha t 70's c over band  would  be 
there and  we c ould  make spec tac les of ourselves on the danc e floor.  Aga in. 
 

In rea lity, the night tha t lay before me was quite d ifferent. 
 

Early in the evening  of the 5th, the O'Sheas p ic ked  us up  and  we headed  downtown.  As we 
approac hed  our destina tion, Missy told  me tha t she needed  to stop  a t Ba rneys to p ic k up  something  
or other for Shoe Club .  Would  it be ok? 
 

Now, to be truthful, I had  a  moment of hesita tion.  An O'Shea  orc hestra ted  trip  to the shoe 
department meant in a ll likelihood  I would  see something  I would  to want.  This would  then (trust me) 
lead  to a  d isc ussion with our husbands about wha t is app rop ria te to spend  on a  sing le pa ir of shoes.  
Fortuna tely, the hesita tion lasted  just for tha t moment. 
 

When we a rrived  a t Ba rneys, I was surp rised  to see my friend  Julie there.  And  before I c ould  rea lly 
figure it a ll out, Art turned  to me and  sa id  the following  mag ic a l words:  
 

“ This is your b irthday surp rise.  Pic k out ANY pa ir of shoes in the department and  we're buying  them for 
you.”   The “ we”  being  Art and  a  long list of friends he and  Missy had  c onsp ired  with.  Many were 
showing up  to jo in in the fun, as well. 
 

I had  about an hour to make my dec ision and  in between shopp ing , g reeted  friends as they a rrived .   
Fortuna tely, the Barneys sta ff helped  me keep  foc used .  As best I c ould , I c ombed  the department, 
c a reful not to miss anything .  My mind  was a flutter.  Wha t am I going  to wa lk away with?  Where is the 
Marc  Jac obs sec tion?  Do I go p rac tic a l?  Did  he say “ any”  pa ir? 
 

As the c loc k tic ked  down, I na rrowed  my c hoic es to a  pa ir of b lac k, studded  Christian Louboutin 
pumps (a  c hoic e I would  be sure to enjoy well into my golden yea rs) and  a  few pa irs of lea ther d ress 
boots (something  I'd  been wanting  for a  long time).  I tried  the Louboutins first.  Sitting  on the sofa , and  
seeing  them on my feet, they were c razy beautiful.  Sad ly though, as I stood  up  to wa lk in them, I 
wobb led .  It wasn't an awful wobb le, but it was notic eab le.  And  not very sexy.  How does Ka tie 
Holmes do it?  She rea lly must be a  robot.  But I d ig ress. 
 

Next on dec k?  A pa ir of b lac k lea ther Manolo Blahnik knee-high, high-heeled  boots made of soft 
buttery lea ther.  There was no zipper on them, but when I slid  them over my c a lf, it was c lea r they had  
been made for me.  Or a t least a  wea lthy woman with my sized  c a lf.  As for the wa lking  test?  Wa lking  
in them, and  I'm not lying  here, was a  d ream.  I fe lt like I c ould  save the world .  Or a t least seduc e it.   
 

In the name of making  sure this was my c hoic e, I dec ided  to try on yet another pa ir.  However, as I 
was wa iting  for the next pa ir to c ome out, without thinking , I put the Manolos bac k on my feet.  I 
simp ly c ouldn't stand  to have them off my legs for any longer than they needed  to be.  And  with this 
ac t, my dec ision was made. 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I kep t those boots on for the rest of the evening  
(and  well into the morning , if you must know), 
strutting  through Cop ley with my friends in tow.  
Art took everyone out for food  and  martinis a t 
Ba r 10.   
 

As we wa ited  in line to be served , one of the 
women sitting  a t the ba r c hec ked  me out when 
she thought I wasn't looking , and  c ommented , 
"Look a t tha t g irl.  And  look a t her boots.  Those 
a re exac tly wha t I want."  I ha lf wondered  if 
someone had  pa id  her to say it, just to make my 
night, but looking  down a t my legs, I knew tha t 
just wasn't the c ase. 
  

Alas, the evening  d id  fina lly c ome to an end .  But 
I c a rry on the feeling  of having  a  husband  who 
tota lly gets me, and  a  set of friends tha t just b lew 
me away.  Oh, and  the most magnific ent b lac k 
knee-high boots I ever d id  see! 
 

If someone asks you wha t you want for your 
b irthday, stea l my idea .  Tell them you want a  
fantasy shoe b irthday pa rty.  Trust me, it's the best 
pa rty a  shoe lover c an have. 

 

 

Birthday g irl Debb ie in “ the boots.”    
 

Manolo Blahnik Pasc a la re over-the-knee 
boots in b lac k stretc h lea ther ava ilab le a t 
Ba rneys New York. 

The Curse of the Narrow Wid th Shoe 
By Vic ki Oleskey 
 

In a  sma ll shoe boutique in Hollywood , I wa tc hed  another 
c ustomer try on the Anyi Lu "Sp ic y" red  c roc  pa tent pump 
and  lusted  a fter it.  It was a  knoc kout.  I asked  to see the 
shoe in a  size 38.5, p retend ing  it would  fit.  Deep  down I 
knew tha t it wouldn't be right... bec ause of The Curse of 
the Narrow Wid th. 
  

Having  a  na rrow foot (a  AA to be exac t) makes find ing  a  
designer, or for tha t ma tter any type of snazzy shoe 
(forma l or c asua l), a  c ha llenge.  It c an be done, but 
there a re a  few things I've lea rned  over the yea rs to make 
it easier. 
  

First, forget about shoes tha t c ome in European sizes.  
They ra rely c ome in na rrow.  Sec ond , don't listen to 
sa lespeop le who tell you a  shoe may fit bec ause it "runs 
sma ll."  Third , not every na rrow is rea lly a  na rrow.  It 
depends on the maker.  Fourth, don't expec t many stores 
to stoc k a  wide va riety of na rrow shoes even when they 
c a rry lines tha t do make na rrow shoes.  So where do you 
go? 
  

I have found  the best p lac e by fa r for na rrow shoes is 
Nordstrom.  You c an shop  in store and  you might hit it 
right, but you will find  a  muc h better selec tion if you shop  

 
Marc  By Marc  Jac obs '674920' 
Oxford  ava ilab le in na rrow sizes 
a t Nordstrom 

 
Cole Haan 'Fiona  High Air' 
Pa tent Pump ava ilab le in 
na rrow sizes a t Nordstrom 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello Stiletto DISCOUNT on Fabulous Shoes from Heels.c om  

 

Heels.c om is extend ing a  17% d isc ount to Hello Stiletto Shoe Club  Members now through 
January 31, 2008!  Visit www.heels.c om and  upon c hec kout, enter c oupon c ode 
hellostiletto17 to take advantage of the offer.  Overnight shipp ing and  returns a re FREE. 
 

Be sure to a lso c hec k out Heels.c om's b log high.heels.c om as well.  Bec ome a  guest b logger 
on the site and  for every ten b logs you p rovide, you c an get a  free pa ir of shoes.  Ema il 
info@heels.c om for more deta ils. 

on-line a t Nordstrom.c om.  Just p lug  in your AA size and  you won't be d isappointed .  In fac t, you 
might feel like a  kid  in a  c andy store.  Just yesterday my sea rc h p roduc ed  410 items.   
  

In p ric e, I find  tha t dec ent na rrow shoes ranged  from below $100 to $450.  If p ric e is no ob jec t, there 
a re sanda ls, pumps, espadrilles, you name it from high-end  designers suc h as Stua rt Weitzman, Cole-
Haan, Dona ld  J. Pliner, and  Bruno Mag li.  For more ec onomic a l c hoic es c hec k out Ama lfi, Joan & 
David , Vaneli, Magdesians, Linea  Paolo, and  Boutique Nordstrom.   
  

One line tha t I d isc overed  rec ently was Sofft.  The shoes a re p retty true to size and  some a re stylish 
enough to be mistaken for a  muc h more expensive shoe.  I was sorry I missed  the 25% d isc ount 
offered  to Hello Stiletto Shoe Club  members. 
  

Shopp ing  on-line does have its d rawbac ks.  For instanc e, if the shoe a rrives and  you don't like the way 
it looks on your foot or it doesn't fit quite right, it c an be inc onvenient to ship  it bac k.  However, most 
on-line reta ilers a re making  it easier and  c heaper to return merc hand ise.  Nordstrom makes it 
pa rtic ula rly easy, putting  a  return label right in the box and  ac c ep ting  returns with no questions asked .
  

I still d rool over the Anyi Lu shoe when I see it but I take solac e in knowing I c an go shoe shopp ing , in 
the c omfort of my own home no less, for something  tha t ac tua lly fits if I rea lly try.  And  am I ever 
happy tha t I don't have a  AAA wid th.  Then the going  gets rea lly tough. 

Upgrade your "go to" b lac k shoes to these c ute 
suede booties by Luic hiny ava ilab le a t heels.c om 

Tie up  your look w ith these uniquely pa tterned  
sanda ls by Guess ava ilab le a t heels.c om 

 

Sp ic e up  Va lentine's Day in these sumptuous red  
sa tin slingbac ks by Nine West ava ilab le a t heels.c om 
 



  

How I sta rted  Hello Stiletto ’ s Atlanta  Shoe Club  
By Amanda  Vic iana  
 

It's been nearly two yea rs sinc e my husband  and  I put the house up  for sa le, pac ked  up  our 
belong ings, and  made the d rive from Boston to Atlanta .  With our then 11-month old  daughter in 
tow, we set off to sta rt a  new life, my husband  ac c ep ting  a  job  with SunTrust and  myself ready to 
meet some new friends in a  warm, friend ly environment. 
 

Looking  bac k, I c annot believe so muc h has happened  in suc h a  short spac e of time.  I c ould  not 
have imag ined  I would  make so many friends so quic kly, but tha t is the na ture of this wonderful c ity.  
Atlanta  truly is a  melting  pot and  home to some of the friend liest, most d iverse peop le I've ever met. 
 

So it was only na tura l tha t, a fter a  yea r of settling  in (and  many pa rk p lay da tes fea turing  my c omfy 
Croc s) tha t I would  sta rt the Atlanta  c hap ter of the Hello Stiletto Shoe Club .  I knew I wasn't going  to 
initia lly have the number of members tha t my sister's Boston group  had  a fter yea rs of suc c essful 
events, but c erta inly it would  be a  fun way to get my friends together.  Most importantly, it would  be 
an opportunity to get d ressed  up  in something  sexy, g rownup , and  c omp letely inapprop ria te for a  
day a t an infla tab le bounc e house.  
 

Armed  with the ema il add resses of about thirty friends, I put together an invita tion and  in Marc h of 
2007, hosted  my very first shoe pa rty a t Simpa tic o in Marietta  Square.  There were only seven of us, 
but we enjoyed  a  fabulous d inner, d rinks, and  c onversa tion tha t d id  not inc lude todd ler input.  Tha t 
was enough for me, so I c ontinued  to sc hedule the monthly outings.  It d idn't take long for my ema il 
list to g row from 30 friends to 65 friends of friends, and  so on.  On average tha t summer, I had  an 
a ttendanc e of 15-20 peop le a t eac h event.  I had  no idea  how muc h b igger the c lub  would  soon 
get!  
 

One day, I dec ided  to ema il the Atlanta  Journa l-Constitution newspaper and  was p romptly put in 
touc h with Nedra  Rhone, the Fashion and  Shopp ing  Reporter.  I was delighted  to meet Nedra  a t the 
August shoe pa rty (held  a t "Twist" in Phipps Plaza ) and  it is to her tha t I owe my grea test thanks and  
apprec ia tion.  Who would  have known tha t the fea ture she d id  about us in the AJC in August of 
2007 would  spa rk suc h interest, and  reac h suc h a  la rge popula tion of fellow shoe enthusiasts?  It 
seems tha t overnight (or a t least within a  c oup le of weeks) my membership  went from 65 to well 
over 400 peop le!  
 

From the AJC a rtic le to a  morning  interview on Sta r 94FM to my sister's Today show appearanc e, 
things got c razier by the minute.  To da te, the Atlanta  group  has over 600 members, stead ily 
c a tc hing  up  to the Boston group .  We've appeared  on CBS 46 Better Mornings and  have a lso been 
fea tured  in the Soc ia l Butterfly b log  sec tion of the AJC. 
 

I am honored  to have venues seeking  us out to host events, dona te p rizes, food , and  c oc kta ils.  
Nowadays, the shoe pa rties average 50+ a ttendees and  I've made some new friends and  c ontac ts 
tha t I might not otherwise have had  the p leasure to meet.  
 

And  let me tell you, these lad ies c erta inly step  it up !  Some of the best shoes on the p lanet have 
grac ed  my red  c a rpet.  I c ontinue to look forward  to eac h event where I c an be in the p resenc e of 
suc h fabulous footwear...and  the fabulous women wearing  them! 

Amanda  w ith Corinna  Allen 
of CBS 46’s Better Mornings 

Atlanta  Shoe Club  
members a t “ Strip ”  



  

 

Hello Stiletto Press, Pic tures, 
and  Happenings 
 
Here's wha t's new with the Hello Stiletto 
Shoe Club ... 
 

We’ve launc hed  yet another new c hap ter 
Hello Stiletto shoe c lub !  This one's in San 
Franc isc o and  the first pa rty is set for 
Februa ry 12th a t Nec ta r Wine Lounge . If you 
have friends in San Fran, be sure to tell them 
to sign up  for upda tes on upc oming pa rties. 
 

The Atlanta  c lub  had  a  flurry of med ia  
c overage rec ently, beg inning  with a  TV 
appearanc e on the CBS Better Mornings 
p rogram followed  by a  mention in the 
Soc ia l Butterfly b log  sec tion of the Atlanta  
Journa l-Constitution. 
 

The Atlanta  c lub  had  its last outing  a t The 
Food  Stud io and  as usua l, a ttendees went 
a ll out donning  beautiful footwear and  
wa lking  the red  c a rpet.  See right for photos.
 

The Boston c lub  is getting  lots of p ress over 
its upc oming Glow and  Behold  Winter Ba ll 
taking  p lac e Friday Februa ry 1st a t the 
Hampshire House to benefit the 
Ac c elera ted  Cure Projec t for MS.  The event 
was c a lled  out in the Boston Hera ld 's Style 
Ca lendar on January 23rd .  For further 
deta ils about the "Shoe Ba ll" visit 
www.ac c elera tedc ure.org / shoeba ll  
 

The Boston c lub  a lso had  fun shopp ing  
outings to Barneys New York and  Iridesse 
rec ently.  Pic tures a re fea tured  right. 
 
For more deta ils on past and  upc oming 
events visit www.shoec lub .us/ events.php  

 

JO IN HELLO  STILETTO  SHO E C LUB 
 

WWW.SHO EC LUB.US 

 Ba rneys Shoe 
Party (Boston) 

 “ Best in Shoe”  Winners. 
Food  Stud io Shoe Party 
(Atlanta ). Photo by Ka reem 
Quow of KQP Photography 

Iridesse and  Stua rt 
Weitzman Shoe 
Party (Boston) 


