
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SHOES NEWS        
Hello Stiletto Shoe Club  Newsletter

Marc h 2008

Fashion Sightings in Ita ly 
Observa tions and  Obsessions 
By Lisa  DiMatteo  
   

Twelve yea rs of traveling  to Ita ly annua lly and  I've never 
managed  to be there in January, a  time when many folks make 
ded ic a ted  trips in order to make the most of the winter 'sold i' or 
sa les. 
 

For shoe lovers the winter sold i c an be a  most amazing  time to 
p ic k up  a  few (dozen) pa irs of fabulously handc ra fted  Ita lian 
'sc a rpe' or shoes.  With shop  windows fea turing  the la test in 
Ita lian styles likely not to a rrive in the sta tes for another season or 
more, strolling  the streets best known for shopp ing  (suc h as Via  
Cola  d i Rienzo and  its 'ac ross the river' extension Via  del Corso) 
c an fill up  an exc iting  week in Rome quite easily.  
 

Now, I'm not saying  tha t one should  ignore the anc ient, awe-
insp iring  historic a l sites of the eterna l c ity or forgo the opportunity 
to sip  steaming ric h esp ressos, samp le the c reamiest gela ti, or 
enjoy signa ture d ishes like Amatric iana  or Carc iofi (a rtic hokes), 
but I d ig ress...   However, if you a re in Ita ly in January the truth of 
the ma tter is tha t you WILL shop .  And  if you a re read ing  this, 
then you'll p robab ly be shopp ing  for shoes. 
 

During  my b rief visit in January 2008 I took the opportunity to 
observe wha t Romans were selling  AND sporting  in footwear.  
Overa ll, tha t saying  'wha t onc e was old , is new' p retty muc h 
sums up  the fashion sc ene. 
 

Vintage-insp ired  styles abound  this yea r in Roman shop  
windows.  The c urrent trend  of ankle boots and  shoe booties 
were frequently shown with "c leavage" c uts running  vertic a lly 
from the top  of the foot to the toe and  end ing  with a  bow.  
There were a lso a  lot of T-strap  and  c riss-c ross strap  pumps, as 
well.  Not to mention slightly p la tformed , pa tent lea ther, peep  
toe mary janes. 
 

Another trend  seen in va rious styles (pa rtic ula rly ba llerina  fla ts, 
whic h appear to be hang ing  a round  another season) is the 
embellishment of bows, ties, and  buc kles over the toe-box.  I 
saw muc h of this c omb ined  with pa tent lea ther and  anima l p rint 
fab ric s. 
 

I a lso saw severa l shoes fea turing  a  'faux soc k' look, a  shoe with 
an offset or two-tone fab ric  meant to look like lea ther straps  
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layered  over hose or a  soc k.  A mid -height (2-3 inc h) c onic a l heel often fea tured  in this look but was 
seen on many other 'sc a rpe' a round  the c ity as well.    
 

While the c hunky c onic a l heel seems slightly more substantia l and  p rac tic a l, I still don't know how 
women keep  themselves up right in them looking  as g lam as they do while sashaying  a long c obb le-
stoned  streets.  This is why I was happy to have notic ed  the trend  of high c a lf to knee-length boots in 
g lorious lea thers, rustic  AND buttery, most pa ired  with some exc ellently fun tights and  fla t heels.  I c an 
see how one c an saunter ac ross uneven terra in in those.  And  still look g lam.  
 

The trend  of jean tuc king  in the boot was a lso spotted  a ll over the c ity.  The abundanc e and  va riety 
of high qua lity lea ther fea tured  in the loc a l Ita lian bootwear made this look pa rtic ula rly appea ling  in 
Rome versus other loc a tions.  
 

Proper shops a ren't the only p lac e one c an find  shoe ba rga ins in Ita ly.  As Romans a ren't rea lly into 
on-line shopp ing , the Americ an a lterna tive to in-store shopp ing , the Roman a lterna tive is the street 
market.  Qua lity c an be an issue a t suc h loc a tions so a lways try the shoes on and  don't expec t a  
lifetime out of those pa rtic ula r purc hases.  Tha t sa id , how fun it is to shop  for shoes outdoors AND a t a  
ba rga in p ric e! 
 

I must note tha t c omfort shoes suc h as Dr. Sc holl’ s and  Dansko were not seen on the street anywhere, 
exc ep t on the feet of yours truly, for whic h I WAS NOT ashamed .  Wha t I d id  notic e and  have a lways 
found  interesting  is tha t these shoes a re shown in the windows of pha rmac ies.  So, I guess they rea lly 
a re c onsidered  'the p resc rip tion' for a  p rolonged  period  of 'passeg ia ti' (strolls) and  sightseeing ... if not 
quite the p resc rip tion for high fashion. 

Shoe Blog  Spotlight  
 

Canary Island  shoe b logger Pa tric ia  Jorge has put together a  
very c ool b log  pac ked  with photos of runway looks tha t will 
have shoe lovers d rooling : www.pa tripa trib logspot.c om   
 

Most of the site is in Spanish but desp ite wha t language you 
speak you’ re bound  to enjoy it as photos p lay a  c entra l role.   
Tha t sa id , there a re a  few links to Eng lish sites like The Ana tomy 
of a  Classic  (The Pump): www.style.c om/ trends/ c lassic / 051306  
 

I a lso found  links to a  number of fun shoe sites suc h as this one 
whic h offers some very c ute and  whimsic a l ba llerina  fla ts and  
pumps (just c lic k on Zapa tos): www.matildamatilda .c om   

 

 

ma tildamatilda .c om 



  

 
 
 
 

Hello Stiletto Press, 
Pic tures, and  
Happenings 

 

Here's wha t's new and  happening  
with the Hello Stiletto Shoe Club  
throughout the US. 
 

In Atlanta , Hello Stiletto was fea tured  
on Channel 11 News on Marc h 22nd .  
The p iec e fea tured  an interview with 
Atlanta  c lub  leader Amanda  Vic iana  
and  interviews with va rious c lub  
members who a ttended  the rec ent 
event a t Ec c o.   
 

In Boston, Hello Stiletto rec eived  
some p ress c overage in the Boston 
Globe in an a rtic le about Shoetube, 
a  new web  site for shoe lovers tha t 
you rea lly must c hec k out: 
www.shoetube.tv 
 

The Sunday with Liz Wa lker show 
(WBZ-TV/ CBS) a lso re-a ired  a  p iec e 
they d id  on the Hello Stiletto Shoe 
Club  in Oc tober 2007.   
 

In Chic ago, Hello Stiletto had  a  grea t 
event a t Designer Shoe Outlet (DSO) 
in Mount Prospec t and  is now up  to 
a lmost 200 members.   
 

In Providenc e, Hello Stiletto Shoe 
Club  members enjoyed  a  night out a t 
Zooma in Federa l Hill.   
 

For an upda ted  list of a ll past and  
upc oming Hello Stiletto Shoe Club  
events, inc lud ing  photos, be sure to 
visit www.shoec lub .us/ events.php  

 

JO IN HELLO  STILETTO  SHO E C LUB 
 

WWW.SHO EC LUB.US 

“ Footage”  from the Hello 
Stiletto Shoe Party a t Ec c o in 
Atlanta  last month (left and  
below). 

Providenc e 
Shoe Party a t 
Zooma.  


